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This policy has been largely adapted from the White Rose Hub Calculation Policy.  It is 

a working document and will be revised and amended as necessary. 
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Introduction 

It is important that there is an emphasis on teaching mental calculation strategies.  We 

recognise that informal written recordings are of significant importance, should take 

place regularly and are an important part of learning and understanding.  More formal 

written methods should follow only when the child is able to use a wide range of mental 

calculation strategies. 

 

This policy demonstrates the concrete, pictorial and abstract calculation approaches for 

each strand of the Mathematics National Curriculum.  It illustrates the large variety of 

methods taught and the relevant year groups in which they are predominantly covered.  

However, teachers use their professional judgement as to the appropriateness of each 

method for their own children and may cover Year 2 calculation strategies in Year 1 

and vice versa. Additionally, EYFS teachers will introduce many of the concrete 

approaches in Reception. 

We use an approach in FRIS based upon the concrete-pictorial-abstract cycle of 

learning which begins early in EYFS. Counting is also a fundamental part of every day. 
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10 Principles of 

Counting 
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  EYFS 

Compare quantities 

up to 10 in different 

contexts, 

recognising when 

one quantity is 

greater than, less 

than or the same as 

the other quantity. 

ELG 

 
Have a deep understanding of 

number to 10, including the 

composition of each number. 

ELG 
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  EYFS 

Automatically 

recall number 

bonds 

including 

subtraction 

facts to 5 

ELG 
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Children may use the empty 

number line method to subtract the 

tens followed by the ones. 
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EYFS 
Automatically 

recall some 

double facts 

ELG 
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Children may be introduced 

to the x symbol by the end 

of Y1 but will not use it in 

formal calculations. 

Vocab – ‘times’ rather than 

‘multiplied by’ 
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Vocab used is 

‘times’ rather 

than 

‘multiplied 

by’ 
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EYFS 

Explore and represent 

patterns including how 

quantities can be 

distributed equally. 

ELG 
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