
 

Supporting your Year 2 Child at Home 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who were able to attend one of our ‘Stay and Learn’ sessions.  
The children were so excited to have their special adults visit and share in classroom activities.  We 
have had some wonderful comments about your experiences. Here is some information that you 
may wish to use to support your child at home.   

Phonics/SPAG 

Children in Year 2 throughout the country will all be taking part in a phonics screening check during 
the Autumn term. The test contains 40 words. Each child will sit one to-one with a teacher and read 
each word aloud. Children are currently working within four groups with the four year 2 teachers. 
Two groups are working on SPAG objectives (spelling, punctuation and grammar) and two groups 
are revisiting the phase 3 and phase 5 sounds. All groups are fluid and will change throughout the 
year.  

Useful phonics/SPAG websites 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/  

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds  

https://www.discoveryeducation.co.uk/resources/primary/espresso/  
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Handwriting 

We use the LetterJoin  handwriting scheme in school and focus on a letter every week. 

 

You can help by:  

❖ Looking carefully at the letter join video clips for the correct formation with your child 
❖ Encouraging your child to adopt a pre-cursive/cursive style when completing homework tasks 
❖ Ensuring that your child is holding their pencil correctly  
❖ Praising your child’s efforts 



 

 
Spellings 

In year 2, children continue to learn and apply more spelling patterns. As well as further ‘common 
exception words’ (words that don’t follow the usual rules but are used regularly), there is a whole 
series of spelling patterns and rules for children to learn. Teachers often find that getting children 
to learn spellings is one thing, but then getting them to use them in their everyday writing is 
another - all the more reason why children should practise their spellings in different ways and 
then be given the chance to use them in their writing. In addition, when a new spelling rule has 
been taught, children need to learn how to apply that rule to all words, not just a list they have 
been given to learn at home. If you wish to boost your child’s spelling ability even further, please 
encourage them to read, as exposure to lots of words will lead to a better understanding of 
spelling.  

 

Here are some ideas for different ways to learn your spellings at home. Try one or two different 
ones each week and see which ones work best for your child.  



 

 

Reading Books and Key Words 

By year 2, children should enjoy reading for pleasure. They should have a motivation to read, should 
have expanded their vocabulary bank and should have developed their comprehension. Whilst in 
year 2, they must add to this by learning about cause and effect in both narrative and non-fiction 
texts e.g. what has prompted a character’s behaviour, or why are certain dates commemorated 
annually? This skill requires deep thinking and is easier for some children than others. Children will 
participate in weekly guided reading sessions and have lots of opportunities to develop their 
comprehension skills. Reading books will continue to come home - we are striving for 5 reads a week! 
Children may also receive comprehension sheets to complete at home. Some children may bring 
key words home to learn - these may be on a sheet or individually in a pot. Daily practise of these 
words will help your child to remember and retain them. It is important that children can read these 
words on sight without reliance on sounding out to improve their fluency.   



 

 

Maths 

We choose to teach maths by breaking down maths objectives into small steps, so that every pupil 
is secure in every new concept before moving on. We focus upon teaching for fluency, reasoning 
and problem solving. We use a concrete, pictorial and abstract approach to promote ‘Maths 
Mastery’. You can find more information in our calculation policy; https://primarysite-prod-
sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/farnborough-road-infant-
school/UploadedDocument/259177f9b42f41ffa9b1388c3eee6303/calculation-policy-april-2020.pdf  

 

You can help by:  

❖ Counting forwards and backwards within 100- especially over decades! (32, 31, 30, 29 etc.) 
❖ Choosing a shape of the week e.g. cylinder. Look for this shape in the environment (tins, 
candles etc). Can you describe your shape to me? 
❖ Letting your child help with cooking at home. Help them to measure out ingredients 
accurately using scales or measuring jugs. 
❖ Practising telling the time exploring quarter to, quarter past and 5 minute intervals. Comment 
on times of activities e.g. swimming lessons-how long they last for etc. 
❖ Encouraging children to handle money when you are shopping. How many ways can you 
make 45p?  
❖ Recalling number facts from the superhero booklets 



 

❖ Answering arithmetic questions using concrete, pictorial or abstract methods (see the 
calculation policy for more details) 
❖ Pointing out maths in everyday life and having a positive mindset!  
 

Useful maths websites 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8  

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/category/22/most-popular  

https://www.discoveryeducation.co.uk/resources/primary/espresso/  
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Thank you for all your continued support! 

Miss Sykes 

Key Stage One Leader. 


