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As this will be 
the final 

newsletter of 
this term, I 
would like to 

take the opportunity to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a very Happy 2025! I would 
also like to thank our staff team 
and the children who have worked 

exceptionally hard this term.  

I have been 
particularly 
proud of the 
children in our  
Nativities. The 

Christmas 
concerts have 

been a fabulous 
success in each 
year group. It is lovely to see the 

confidence of the children 
developing and the progression 

across the school. Thank you for 
all your kind donations following 
these performances, this will go 
towards a visit from the magician 
for our Early Years and Key Stage 
One Party days and a donation to 
Liverpool Road Methodist Church.  

At the end of this term we say goodbye 
to Mrs Ashurst who is retiring .  

Mrs Ashurst has been a 
Teaching Assistant at 

Farnborough Road 
Infant School for 36 
years working across 
both Key Stages. We 
wish her all the very 
best in her retirement 
and thank her for her 

dedication to 
Farnborough Road Infant School.  

Last week we also said 
goodbye to Sharon 

Sargent sadly lost her 
battle with cancer. 

Sharon was one of our 
Reception Welfare 
Assistants at FRIS 

from 2016-2022 and 
was an integral part of 
the Fun4Kidz Team.  

Our thoughts are with Sharon’s family, 
particularly her daughter Amy who is also 
one of our Welfare Team. I know she is 

deeply missed by the staff of Farnborough 
Road Infant School as well as the 

Fun4Kidz team and children who attended 
over the years.   

Deadline for Reception Applications  
If you haven’t already made your application on-line for 
Reception 2025 please don’t forget to do so by 15th 

January 2025. Parents of children in our Nursery or with 
siblings already in school still need to complete an application.  

Please make sure you have also applied for Caterpillars (2 year olds) and 
Nursery (3 year olds) as these places will be allocated after the 

Christmas holidays for September 2025.  



Thank you for all your support with 
the ASDA Cash Pot for schools 

together we raised £440.91!! The 
PTFA will be able to add this to 

their fundraising total in the Spring.  
 

The PTA have also donated £5,000 from last year’s fundraising to 
update and expand our Non-Fiction section in the school library. We have 
bought the series of Little people, Big Dreams and a range of topic based 
books. Look out for the ‘Donated by the PTA’ stamp in the front of the 

books!  
Thank you to our wonderful PTFA Committee for 

organising the events and 
all your parental 

donations over the last 2 
years which have enabled 

us to buy these 
wonderful books for the 

children to enjoy.  
 

We are absolutely delighted that The 
Morrison’s Foundation has approved our PTFA 

grant application for £5,000 for the 
development of our Pet Paradise room in 

school.  

As a school we have been embarking on whole school training to achieve our 
Attachment and Trauma Sensitive School Bronze Award. This involves enhancing our 

staff and governor's knowledge of the needs of children who have 
experienced adversity and  the strategies and resources that we need available to 
meet  their emotional and developmental needs. This will promote access to learning 

and improved mental and physical health outcomes for lifelong learners. 

We were asking our PTFA to fund the decoration and purchasing of resources for 
our  Pet Paradise room. The room will be decorated in a calm colour with homely 

furnishings to help children to feel calm and relaxed. It will be enhanced with a fibre 
optic ceiling and house a number of weight pets; dogs, cats and rabbits for children 

to cuddle to help co-regulation and self-soothing. The room will also be 
decorated with the children's art work of their own pets or pets they would like and 

photos of staff pets too.  

We would like to express our sincere thanks for the 
generosity of the Morrison’s Foundation in supporting our 

PTFA charity and our Pet Paradise school project.  
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Our school values are:  
        COMPASSION    PERSEVERANCE   HONESTY   RESPECT   and   LOVE AND KINDNESS  

Our FRIS Governors would like to wish all our 
parents, staff and children a very Merry Christmas! 

Mrs Lucy Fletcher is our Chair of 
Governors. Mrs Fletcher was a partner 

in a very successful Southport 
solicitors, attended Farnborough Road 

Infant School herself and is very passionate about the 
importance of Early Years education.  

Mrs Lindsey Buchanan Brown led the Maths 
Department in a busy secondary school on the 
Wirral and is passionate about education. She  now taking on a 
new role as a Maths teacher and has been volunteers in one of 
our Reception classes for the last year.  

   Mr Peter Denby runs a successful software and consulting 
company is particularly passionate about the role of 
technology for children and the wider population, and its 

responsible use. 

Mrs Lucy Edwards is one of our parent governors. Mrs 
Edwards is a qualified primary school teacher and currently 
works as a Financial Adviser. Mrs Edwards is also an active 
part of the FRIS Change Team developing Emotional Health 
and Wellbeing across the school.  

Mr Neil Farmer was our FRIS SENCO for 5 years and now 
runs the Visual Impairment Support Service for Sefton Local 
Authority. Mr Farmer is our Performance and Standards 
Committee Chair.  

Mrs Marilyn Fletcher also used to teach at FRIS until 
recently in Year 1 and Year 2. She is very passionate as our 
Oracy Governor in the development and role of 
speaking and listening in our curriculum.  

Mrs Hayley Hinton is also one of our parent governors and 
has been a secondary teacher for 13 years. She currently 
holds the role of SENCO in one of our local schools.   

Mr Simon Shaw has been a Governor of 
Farnborough Road Infant School (and also of 
the Junior School) for over thirty years.  Mr 
Shaw is a Chartered Accountant and is 
currently one of the elected councillors for the 
area. 



Farnborough Road Infant School in the 
community.  

Last week our Year 2 singers visited Birkdale Park 
Nursing Home this week to entertain the residents and 

the staff and pass on some FRIS Christmas cheer.  
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 Miss Katie Sykes is our Staff 
Governor representative. Her role is 
to communicate the ideas and views 
of our staff team whilst giving 
governors an insight into the daily 
life of the school.  

Mrs Ruth Caplan-Hinett has been a 
member of the RAF since 1998 and 

has worked as a Physical Training specialist at RAF 
Woodvale. Ruth has 2 children who currently attend 
Farnborough Road Schools. She has taken on the roles of 

SEND Governor and Premises Lead this year.   

Mrs Rachel Corfield  has had 21 years in retail management 
and is currently also a member of our PTA committee elected 
as Treasurer. Rachel has a daughter in Year 2.  

This term we had 3 new parent governors elected to 
the Governing Body and have children just starting their 

journey at FRIS. We will be welcoming them to our meetings in 
the new year. 

Mr Mark Halsall specialises in land management and open 
space maintenance. Mark has recently moved to the area 
with his family and is passionate about improving 

opportunities for all children.  

Mrs Liz Fawbert has also recently moved to Southport with 
her family and is a specialist in human resources management. 
She is looking forward to continuing to grow and effectively 
plan for the school’s future direction.  

Mr Joe Martland has worked as an Operations Manger for a 
network and technology company for the last 15 years and 
has a degree in Building surveying. He is motivated to help 
ensure our school environment allows our children to reach 
their full potential.  



Requests for Leave of Absence  

The requirements from September 
2024 is that parents 

complete the Request for 
Leave of Absence form 

for any length of time absent from school 
other than illness. Please find the link below 

to the form which is located on the 
‘Attendance and Punctuality’ tab on the 
website under ‘Notification for Leave of 

Absence’.   

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/
farnborough-road-infant-school/

UploadedDocument/6cab09e3
-9947-4eb5-92e8-7568e8dd49e3/application-for-leave-

during-termtime.pdf 
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